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• City of Atlanta, Georgia 

Summary of 2003 Taxes To Be Summary of 2003 Taxes To Be 
LeviedLevied

City of AtlantaCity of Atlanta
• The City of Atlanta levies three taxes:

$10.86$10.51Total

0.500.50To fund capital expenses 
related to park improvements 
for City of Atlanta Parks

Park Improvement

1.341.30To pay debt service on General 
Obligation Bonds issued for 
various City purposes

Bonds

$9.02$8.71To Pay for general operating 
expenses of the City

General Operating

2002 Millage Rate2003 Millage RatePurposeTax
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• City of Atlanta, Georgia 

The Calculation of the The Calculation of the 
Property TaxProperty Tax

• The Property Tax is a result of multiplying the Millage Rate (Operating, Bond, and 
Park Levies) by the Assessed Value less any exemptions.
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• City of Atlanta, Georgia 

Summary of  2003 Taxes To Be Summary of  2003 Taxes To Be 
LeviedLevied

Atlanta Public SchoolsAtlanta Public Schools
• Atlanta Public Schools levies two taxes:

$21.569Total

0.109To pay debt service on General 
Obligation Bonds issued for School 
purposes

School Bond Levy

$21.46To pay general operating expenses of 
the School System

School Operating Levy

Millage RateMillage RatePurposePurposeTaxTax
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• City of Atlanta, Georgia 

Fulton CountyFulton County
• Fulton County levies two taxes:

Summary of  2003 Taxes To Be Summary of  2003 Taxes To Be 
LeviedLevied

$12.322Total

0.27To pay debt service on Fulton County BondsBonds

$12.052To pay for general operating expenses of the CountyGeneral Operating

Millage RatePurposeTax
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• City of Atlanta, Georgia 

DeKalbDeKalb CountyCounty
• DeKalb County levies three taxes:

Summary of  2003 Taxes To Be Summary of  2003 Taxes To Be 
LeviedLevied

1.14To pay for library expenses Library District
$ 10.50Total

.63To pay debt service on DeKalb County BondsBonds

$   8.73To pay for general operating expenses of the CountyGeneral Operating

Millage RatePurposeTax
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• City of Atlanta, Georgia 

Summary of 2003 Taxes To Be Summary of 2003 Taxes To Be 
LeviedLevied

State of GeorgiaState of Georgia

• A State tax is levied under the taxes for Fulton County with a Millage 
Rate of $0.25.

$0.25To pay general operating 
expenses of the State

Georgia State Tax
Millage RatePurposeTax
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• City of Atlanta, Georgia 

Comparison of Operating Comparison of Operating 
Levies on the Tax BillLevies on the Tax Bill

100%

1%

23%

28%

48%

Percent
2002

100%

1%

20%

28%

51%

Percent
2003

42.472

0.25

8.71

12.052

21.46

Proposed 
Millage Rate

2003

0.25State of 
Georgia

43.467Total
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• The City of Atlanta Operating Millage Rate represents less than 25% of 
the total Operating Millage Rates on the Tax Bill.

This pie graph displays the percentage of the 2003 Millage Rates.
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• City of Atlanta, Georgia 

Operating Millage Rate RollOperating Millage Rate Roll--
back Comparisonback Comparison
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• The City of Atlanta and Fulton county are fully rolling-back their 2003 
operating millage rate.

%Increase over
Rollback Rate

2.6%
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0%
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• City of Atlanta, Georgia 

Breakdown of Property Tax Breakdown of Property Tax 
Digest IncreaseDigest Increase

Reassessment
62% or approx. 

$5 million

New 
Construction

38% or approx. 
$3 million

• The portion of the increase in the 2003 Property Tax Digest from 
Reassessment is 62%

The  proposed 2003 Operating Millage rate  of  8.71 has been “rolled back” by .31 mills for growth in 
gest from reassessment.
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• City of Atlanta, Georgia 

Ten – Year Trend of City of 
Atlanta Millage Rate

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Operating
Debt Service
Park Improvement

Year Operating Debt Service Park Improvemen
1994 10.99          0.25                  0.                            
1995 9.66            0.99                  0.                            
1996 6.90            0.99                  0.                            
1997 6.57            1.32                  0.                            
1998 6.57            1.32                  0.                            
1999 6.57            1.32                  0.                            
2000 6.28            1.27                  0.4                            
2001 6.19            0.74                  0.4                            
2002 9.02            1.34                  0.                            
2003 8.71            1.30                  0.                            
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• City of Atlanta, Georgia 

Atlanta Tax FactsAtlanta Tax Facts
The City of Atlanta (the “City”) has decreased its tax rates by 14% since 1993.
Property taxes fund less than 30% of the City’s General Fund operating expenses.
Out of every tax dollar collected approximately 20 cents is for the benefit of the City. (Th
other 80 cents is for the benefit of the Schools, Fulton County and the State.)
The City does not have any jurisdiction over setting the tax rates for any other entities 
such as Atlanta Public Schools, Grady Hospital and the Atlanta and Fulton County Publ
Library.
Although the Tax Payers’ Bill of Rights limits the ability of the Atlanta Public Schools, 
Fulton County and the City to either raise tax rates or keep tax rates constant, the .25 m
levied by the State is not subject to being “rolled-back”.
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• City of Atlanta, Georgia 

Atlanta Tax InformationAtlanta Tax Information
The City allows exemptions from ad valorem taxation for all homeowners, up to 
$15,000 assessed value.
Ad valorem property taxes are levied annually in mills (one-tenth of one percent) upon 
each dollar of assessed value of taxable property.
Ad valorem property taxes and Solid Waste assessment are billed by the respective 
counties each year by July 1st and are due on August 15th.

Interest of up to 12% per annum accrues on Ad valorem taxes paid after August 15th, 
and an additional 10% penalty is added to Ad valorem taxes unpaid 90 days after 
August 15th.
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• City of Atlanta, Georgia 

Atlanta ExemptionsAtlanta Exemptions
For Senior CitizensFor Senior Citizens

The City allows exemptions from ad valorem taxation for all elderly homeowners who 
are 65 years of age and over, whose net income does not exceed $40,000 up to 
$25,000 of assessed value.
The City allows exemptions from ad valorem taxation for educational purposes for all 
elderly or disabled homeowners who are 65 years of age and over, whose net income 
does not exceed $25,000 up to $25,000 of assessed value.
The City allows exemptions from ad valorem taxation for all elderly homeowners who 
are 65 years of age and over, whose annual household income does not exceed 
$39,000 an amount equal to the amount by which the current year assessed value of a 
homestead exceeds the base year assessed value of such homestead.
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• City of Atlanta, Georgia 

Atlanta ExemptionsAtlanta Exemptions
For Senior CitizensFor Senior Citizens

The City allows exemptions from Solid Waste Service charges for all elderly 
homeowners who are 65 years of age and over, whose net income does not exceed 
$39,000 up to 30% of current year Solid Waste Service charges .

Contact Information

For Property Tax & Solid Waste Bills:

Fulton County Tax Commissioner Dekalb County Tax Commissioner
41 Pryor Street, S.W. 4380 Memorial Drive 

Suite 1085 Suite 100 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 Decatur, Georgia 30032
404) 730-6100 (404) 298-4000 
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• City of Atlanta, Georgia 

Components of theComponents of the
Property Tax BillProperty Tax Bill

Levying EntitiesLevying Entities
• The Tax Bill includes taxes levied by the following entities:

�The State of Georgia
�Fulton County
�City Of Atlanta
�Atlanta Public Schools
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• City of Atlanta, Georgia 

Components of the Tax BillComponents of the Tax Bill
Fair Market ValueFair Market Value

• The Fair Market 
Value of the property is how 
much the property is worth.
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• City of Atlanta, Georgia 

Components of the Tax BillComponents of the Tax Bill

• In the City of Atlanta, the 
Assessed Value is 40% of the 
Fair Market Value of the property.

Assessed ValueAssessed Value

X  40%  =
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• City of Atlanta, Georgia 

Components of the Tax BillComponents of the Tax Bill
ExemptionsExemptions

0.00

•There are “Homestead” 
Exemptions that taxpayers can 
qualify for and these exemptions 
are applied as reductions in 
Assessed Value. (See Appendix)
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• City of Atlanta, Georgia 

Components of the Tax BillComponents of the Tax Bill

• The Millage Rate is the tax 
levied per thousand dollars of 
Assessed Value e.g. a Millage
Rate of $6.28 is applied to the
Assessed value as a net rate 
of .00628.

Millage Rate (Net Rate)Millage Rate (Net Rate)
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